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Abstract

This study examines the role of cultural diplomacy in strengthening regional cooperation between Pakistan
and Iran within South Asian and Central Asian forums, particularly through the Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO). The research explores how cultural exchanges, shared heritage, and regional cultural
initiatives contribute to diplomatic relations and soft power development between the two countries. Using
secondary data from academic literature, official reports, articles, and policy documents, the study analyzes
historical and contemporary political and cultural dimensions of Pakistan-lran relations, including
diplomatic cooperation, geopolitical considerations, and regional security concerns. The findings reveal
that cultural affinities, religious ties, and cross-border cultural interactions significantly enhance mutual
understanding and support regional stability. Cultural diplomacy plays a vital role in promoting peaceful
cooperation and strengthening bilateral relations in regional forums. The study recommends increasing
cultural exchange programs, academic collaboration, and regional cultural initiatives to further improve
Pakistan-Iran relations and support sustainable diplomatic engagement in the region.

Keywords: Cultural Diplomacy, Pakistan-Iran Relations, ECO, Regional Cooperation, Soft Power, South
Asia.
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Introduction

Cultural Diplomacy in Regional Forums

The proposed research examined the examples,
intercourses  where  cultural diplomacy
systematically operates in the regional forums
between the countries. For instance, South Asian
and Central Asian region joints cultural endeavors
in organizations like the (Economic Cooperation
Organization ECO) through the border and
culture in the regional forum contributed to
enhancing Pakistan and Iran and make use of the
exchanges in the region. In conclusion,
consequences are an expressive soft power
continuing and a deep strengthened existence in
regional processes, diplomatically unite the
cultural understandings and its main theme
(Abbas, 2021).

Geopolitical Implications

Geopolitical implications are the source of the
ties which go beyond the border of the countries.
In the similar context, the proposed headline of
the study investigated the geopolitical particular
circumstances and the implications for the ties in
Muslim region. Likewise, it tackled the results of
external interventions through the geopolitics of
the powers, such as prohibited
sanctions/restrictions forcibly imposed on Iran or
changes in the strategies of major global powers
in the modern era through the lens of political
circumstance (Sadig, 2015). This growth contains
shifts in the bilateral ties, economic
collaboration, and regional security dynamics,
dilemmas and Muslim world of the region in
South Asia. The trade initiative and energy
resources are the mineral sources which
examines the politico-cultural interactions,
decisions, will power and the resources are to be
made as the agreements. Thus, it unravels results
such as overseas, cross-border and inside trade
agreement and energy projects delineated on the
economic dimensions and interplay outcomes of
the bilateral relationship in the manner. Likewise,
reciprocal benefits and mutual shares in

accordance with the economic growth of energy
resource (Rahim, 2019), mainly influences trade
partnership unlike the energy sources. Pakistan is
a Sunni state, but Iran is based on Shia ideology
of Islam. Likewise, the proposed analysis
surrounded the religious interlinks, particularly
within the context of Sunni-Shia sectarian
context. However, it enriched regional
collaborations and cooperation and interplay
discourses between regions. Henceforth, it paves
the significance and implications of shared
religious, mutual trusts and the solidarity, paving
new roots fosters among Shia neighborhoods of
Sunni brotherhood in nearby countries (Hassan,
2016), within the Muslim region which goes
around the way. The outcomes enrich overseas
and cross-border consent and develop regional
contradiction and political alignments which
district the main body of state narrative (Zaman,
2016). In consequences, the "Interplay and
Implications" of the research exploration
nourishes a highlighted research questions of
outcomes and events related to the interplay
between politico-cultural dimensions in the
relations within Muslim region (Ahmed, 2015).
Thus, it improves the dawn on particular cases
where the dimensions of the proposed research
questions influenced impacting regional and
international dynamics, unraveling a nuisance’s
sense of the various outcomes reshaping bilateral
ties and the impact on the wider region of South
Asia and the Middle East within Muslim world
(Ranjan & Baba, 2023).

Literature Review

Delves into the strategic and historical
dimensions of Pakistan-lIran relations, as
investigated by Khan (2014). The findings reveal
that geopolitical, historical, and regional
concerns have led to a transition from non-
alignment to expanding cooperation, marking an
influential mutation in their relationship.
However, the findings of the study by (Rafique et
al., 2014) highlight focal points regarding the
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enduring relationship between Pakistan and Iran.
It highlighted the significance of bilateral
connection, economic, strategic, spanning
cultural and socio-political dimensions. Besides, it
accentuated Islam as a unifying sway. Ahmed
(2015) investigates the regional geopolitics of
Pakistan-Iran relations and the implications of
security concerns. The study unveils how mutual
stake interests, intercommunicated challenges,
and regional geopolitical dynamics coax the
evolving connection between the two countries.
Likewise, Mahmood (2015) woos to perform a
relative analysis of the part of major powers in
Iran  —Pakistan relations. The outcomes
encounter how interchanges with major clouts
impact the bilateral connection, highlighting
uneven results and interests of external
thespians. Similarly, the study of Sadiq (2015),
demonstrates that economic cooperation
improves regional stability by advancing
interdependence and shared interests, thereby
contributing to more long lasting regional
circumstances. It aims to analyze the role of
economic partnership in promoting regional
stability through Pakistan-Iran relations. Yet, Ali
(2016), strives to determine trade and economic
relations between Pakistan and Iran. The study
analyzes trade potential and challenges,
highlighting the economic significance of the
relationship and  proffering routes for
enhancement. However, the study of Fatima
(2016), strives to examine water resources
cooperation between Pakistan and Iran. The
study highlights the potential for collusion in
managing. Thus, it underscored the developing
strategic dilemma of the countries intricacies of
international ties within the region, highlighting
flexibility to global shifts in South Asia
concurrently. Rehman (2017), continues to
examine the part of cultural diplomacy in
reshaping Iran-Pakistan's sense through the loom
lens of sociocultural interactions accordingly.
Likewise, the relative analysis of human rights is
concerned with Akram (2018), analyzing these
nuanced influences of bilateral relationships.
Henceforth, the focal point of the study of Fatima

(2018) is to explore the religious odyssey and
trans border solidarity among Shia Muslims in the
region ties, aiming to spotlight the religious role
in shaping it strong beyond far-reaching. Hence,
Mohsin (2018), looks back at analyzing the
potential of Iran-Pakistan collusion in utilizing
Afghanistan as a bridge for improving regional
connectivity in South and Central Asia.
Consequently, the aim of Raza (2018), is to
investigate the role of cultural heritage
preservation in shaping Pakistan-Iran concerns,
accentuating the cultural dimension of the
connection. Similarly, Shah (2018), aims to
execute a comparative analysis of the
consequence of the Afghanistan conflict on
Pakistan-lran relations, shedding light on the
regional substances. This literature review
synthesizes the determinations and objectives of
considerable studies, collectively offering insights
into diverse aspects of Pakistan-Iran connections.
At present, Iran confronts sustained pressure
from the United States while together, as a
Muslim state, it assumes a role of support for
other  marginalized countries, including
Afghanistan and Iran. Conversely, Pakistan finds
herself in a delicate position, striving to strike a
balanced stance amidst the complex dynamic
aroma to play a role within the regime. This
involves promoting relations with both Iran and
Saudi Arabia. This diplomatic tightrope is
essential because Iran and Saudi Arabia stood in
opposition on sectarian and political grounds,
overall being aligned with the United States (Shah
& Zaidi, 2019). The study by Farooq (2019),
explores the implications of foreign direct
investment on economic ties between Pakistan
and Iran. The objective is to uncover the role of
investment in stimulating bilateral relations and
influencing economic cooperation. Thus, the
dynamics of Tran’s boundary water management
in the context of the Helmand River Basin is the
focal point of Hasan (2019), shedding light on the
substances for Pakistan-Iran water cooperation.
However, the main features of Khan (2019), aim
to conduct a content analysis of leading
newspapers, exploring how the media articulates
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Pakistan-lran connections and its impact on
public perception. China, a high power with
nuclear wields a substantial impact on global
nuclear weapons proliferation. However, its
stance on nuclear expansion has been
inconsistent. It raises a fundamental question:
why and when do states support potential
nuclear proliferators? The book presents a
framework to analyze, proposing three factors
that determine a state’s policy. The risk of
changes in competitors ‘nuclear status or military
doctrines was the recipient’s strategic
importance and pressure from third parties to
denuclearize assistance. It then involves these
factors in China‘s policy towards Iran, Pakistan,
and North Korea (Hiim, 2019). The global
perspective of America has shifted from a
prevalent multinational authority to a chaotic
entity since the end of the Cold War, clearly
reluctant to take up leadership or govern itself
effectively. Henceforth, Rahim (2019), seeks to
analyze the implications of energy collaboration
on Pakistan-lran relations, highlighting the
importance of energy partnerships in shaping
bilateral deadlocks. Similar to adjoining domains
are not naturally organized due to physical
proximity.

Method and Material

The research object examined investigates
cultural dimensions of Iran-Pakistan ties, charting
several appropriate studies to underpin diverse
indicators of the different investigated
literatures. However, operationalizing the object
shows three instant indicators focused on the
cultural affinity’s facets through the lens of public
exchanges, interactions, and ties accordingly.
Mainly, a  particular aspect of this
operationalization ~ concentrates on  the
researches of religious ties and cultural
diplomacy within the cultural dilemmas and
dimension of Muslim region. Meanwhile,
operationalizing this research subject uncovers
five major indicators, with a focus on the
economic dimension as a bridge in Pakistan and
Iran ties accordingly. Trade agreements are

examined within the international framework,
and an important factor of this operationalization
means the study's analysis of economic
collaborations, shared economic interests,
economic challenges, shifts, as well as global and
regional implications within the economic
context.

Result and Discussion

The economic dimensions of the ties within the
proposed project of the understudy handles
pivotal promise through research question.
Besides, this study overrated at the economic
dilemmas the ties of Iran-Pakistan ties, recycling
enclosed the modern dilemma dynamics and
historical roots within the region. Likewise,
Pakistan and Iran both countries are strongly
investigative the challenges and opportunities for
enhancing trade, infrastructure collaborations,
and investment of the ties, reshaping the
prognosis of economic collaboration in evolving
geopolitical landscape of Muslim world.

Trade Agreements

The historical economic ties between Iran and
Pakistan are underpropped by a series of trade
agreements that have shaped the commercial
interchanges. Both countries have engaged in
proper trade agreements to promote the
exchange of goods and services over the years
(Malik, 2020). These accords, multilateral or
bilateral have developed a structured framework
for trade ties. The trade history agreements
between Iran and Pakistan can outline back to the
post-independence era when both countries
recognized the economic  benefits of
collaboration/cooperation. These arrangements
have obscured a wide range of commodities,
including agricultural products, machinery,
petroleum, and textiles (Zaman, 2016). Main
trade agreements, such as the (Preferential Trade
Agreement PTA) and the (Economic Cooperation
Organization ECO) Trade Agreement, have
strived to foster reduced tariff barriers and trade.

Shared Economic Interests
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A crucial aspect of the historical economic
connections fibs in the essence of shared
economic interests. These shared interests have
enclosed vital areas such as transit trade routes,
economic connectivity, and energy resources
(Rajmil et al., 2021). They have served as chief
motorists for economic collaboration between
Pakistan and Iran, strengthening their economic
binds. Henceforth, energy cooperation has been
a cornerstone of their shared economic claims,
with Iran being an important supplier of natural
gas and petroleum to Pakistan. The Pakistan -Iran
gas pipeline scheme, however, is projected to
address Pakistan's energy deficits and foster an
energy protection hiccup. Transit trade routes,
including the Gwadar port in Pakistan and the
Chabahar port in Iran, have maintained strategic
implications for both countries, proffering
entrance enhancing regional trade and
international markets (Asim, 2022). role in
regional security forums Iran and Pakistan have
energetically employed in regional security
forums and initiatives sought to foster stability in
South Asia and the Middle East. The participation
in organizations like the (Shanghai Cooperation
Organization SCO), the (Organization of Islamic
Cooperation OIC), and the Heart of Asia
(Constantinople) Istanbul Process reminisces
their obligation to the regional security alliance
(Belal, 2017). Pakistan and Iran have endorsed
counterterrorism efforts, conflict resolution, and
regional stability within these forums. Their
contributions to regional security assemblages
have played a vigorous role in facilitating
diplomatic solutions to enhancing security
cooperation and regional conflicts. According to
the study of Montazeran & Mumtaz (2004)
explores the potential for collaboration between
Iran and Pakistan in order to foster stability and
peace in the region. The investigation discussed
diplomatic, economic, or security initiatives that
both countries could embark on to address
regional challenges and conflicts.  This
collaboration could have an essence for the
broader geopolitical dynamics of the Middle East
and South Asia. The study of Jones (2010) has

roots to bilateral relations of Pak-lran, focusing
only on historical perspectives. The results
expose the historical trajectories that have
described the connection, highlighting shared
cultural, religious, and regional factors that have
contributed to its development. In this way, the
thorny terrain  of international relations
continually develops through the shift from non-
alignment to collaborative regional engagements
shaped by historical stances.

Tablel: Literature Review in Tabular Style
Montazeran, A., & Mumtaz, 2024

Descriptive The study explores the potential
for collaboration between Iran and Pakistan in
order to foster stability and peace in the
region. The investigation discussed diplomatic,
economic, or security initiatives that both
countries could embark on to address regional
challenges and conflicts

Jones, 2010

The findings of this study expose the historical
trajectories that have described the
connection, highlighting shared cultural,
religious, and regional factors that have
contributed to its development.

Khan 2014,

The results reveal that geopolitical, historical,
and regional concerns have led to a transition
from non-alignment to expanding
cooperation, marking an influential mutation
in their relationship

CONCLUSION

This chapter centralizes its focus on Pakistan-Iran
relations. It commences by conducting a
comprehensive analysis of various studies
encompassing broader international dimensions,
including the United States, Russia, China, the
Middle East, and South Asia. The chapter
examines the impacts and underlying factors
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influencing these dimensions. Additionally, it
reviews pertinent studies within the current
research domain. The rationale behind the
chosen research field is elucidated through an
extensive literature review. To enhance clarity,
the chapter presents the research findings in a
tabular format, simplifying the presentation of
complex data. The research also highlights gaps
in the study through the problem statement,
directing the readers' attention to the
significance of the proposed work. Concluding
the chapter, it summarizes the study's outcomes
in a format conducive to comprehensive
understanding.
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